Reusable Cups in Alumni Dining Hall

Have you noticed the new reusable cups in Alumni Dining Hall? If not, make sure to choose a reusable
cup next time you have a couple minutes to sit down and finish your beverage in Alumni. If you are in a rush, try
bringing a reusable cup or tumbler to grab soda on the go instead.

Students in Rick Battistoni's Honors Policy course were assigned a ®
project to implement change on the Providence College campus. After '
reading Pope Francis' encyclical on the environment, entitled Laudato Si:
On Our Common Home, students couldn't help but jump on the
opportunity to implement additional sustainability practices at Providence
College, as a Catholic institution. A group of environmentally conscious
students, including Katie Iwanowicz '21, Katie Queenan '18, Hadley Tate
'19, Shane Sullivan '21, and Tom Hendrickson '21, teamed up in an
attempt to make a lasting change in reducing the environmental footprint
of Providence College. After floating a few ideas, these students ultimately
settled on eliminating the massive amount of waste generated by the
single-use paper soda cups in Alumni. Working with Stu Gerhardt,
students managed to agree upon a trial period for the implementation of
the reusable cups, lasting from the day after the Thanksgiving break,
Monday November 27th, until the end of the semester.

These students recognized the immense amount of waste created
by single-use products on our campus. Judging by the amount of
students, faculty, and staff that dine in Alumni every day, we likely send hundreds of these paper cups to the
landfill every single day. These cups and other similar products are used for a few minutes before spending the
rest of eternity in the landfill. Using one of these paper cups everyday adds up quickly. Now, you have a much
more sustainable alternative and can use a reusable cup instead, reducing your environmental impact as well as
the college's environmental impact as a whole.
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Sustainable Events at PC

Clean Plate Challenge: October
24th 11am-1pm, Ray Dining Hall

We had 351 clean plates and
424 plates with food waste,
during two hours in Ray, that
totaled 95.84 pounds. The food
waste was brought to Earth
Care Appliance, a local
composting operation working
out of Frey Florist on Radcliffe!
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ECOPC's PC Recycles
Day: November 28th

‘ Slavin Atrium

December 2017, Issue 25

RIRRC came and helped # k

the ECOPC club teach
students about

recycling in RI!
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Be more sustainable this holiday.
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Trouble Recycling at PC

According to Waste
Management, two entire
truckloads filled with
"recyclables" coming from
Providence College were
rejected from the
recycling center in
Johnston, Rhode Island

Consider this! Americans throw away around 25% more trash
between Thanksgiving and New Year's Eve. Do your part,
don't be a statistic, and consider reducing the amount of
waste you generate this holiday season.

Ideas to reduce your environmental footprint this holiday:

1. Make your own cards or buy cards made on recycled
paper using non-toxic ink

Resource Recovery. They c 3EENG, 2. Make your own gifts: knit, sew, bake,
were far too ‘:'Ef.;‘:?t" ¢ build, or make art! Make calendars
contaminated with _:_i:':.‘,_.g‘-'"" :“ with your own photos, make a collage,
non-recyclable items such ‘ﬂ:;'-:; ‘g;; or make jewelery for your loved ones.

as food waste, plastic
bags, paper plates, paper
towels, shredded paper, wax paper, straws, CUIOR
wrappers, Styrofoam, and much more. Plastic bags
and plastic wrap should
never go into the
recycling bins as they
become entangled in the
sorting machines at the
recycling center and are
very dangerous for the

= workers.

‘.;?:,. 3. Regift or buy someone an

~* experience, like concert, theater, or
game tickets, gift certificates to a local
spa or rock climbing gym, or items that
your family and friends actually need:
35% of Americans have unused Christmas presents collecting
dust in their closets

4. Buy sustainable gifts: buy gifts that are locally made,
fair-trade, organic, durable, energy
efficient, or made of recycled materials

5. Support local businesses by buying
from your local merchants, or local craft
or antique stores

To keep it simple, bottles, cans, jars, metal cans and
lids, aluminum foil, hard plastic containers, paper,
cardboard, and cartons are the only items you
should place in your recycling bins. If you have any
recycling questions please reach out to the Office of
Environmental Health & Safety and email
aduryea@friars.providence.edu! You can also check
out the Rhode Island Resource Recovery website for
any questions about what you can recycle in RI!
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6. Decorate your tree with energy
efficient LED lighting. Remember to turn
off the Christmas lights when they do .
not need to be on or plug them into a '
timer to save electricity.

7. Decorate your home with with natural materials you find
in your yard or with items you already own

8. Remember to bring your reusable bags with you when
shopping both at the grocery store and S
when shopping for presents!

9. Be creative! Wrap gifts with
= : j newspaper, sheet music, maps, or
=, ‘ carefully unwrap your gifts year after
mﬁ 2 (-] year so you can reuse the paper: If every
PR ienea - Taandiol bottandiors  camamers American family wrapped just three
presents in reused materials, it would save enough paper to

mixed

recycling

empty at a minimun, rinsed whenever possiole

and cartons only only only only
cover 45,000 football fields! Be sure to save ribbons and

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please
contact us at the Office of Environmental Health & Safety.

401.865.1881

bows for next year!

Newsletter brought 10. Recycle your tree by leaving it out on the curb for Waste

recycle@providence.edu

A X to you by Alex Duryea,
www.providence.edu/recycling

Sustainability Coordinator
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Management to take and compost or use for mulch or bring
it to a drop-off location!
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